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The Institute of Tropical Medicine, Nagasaki University is the only government col- 
laboration research institute in the field of tropical medicine in Japan. At present, we have 
ten research departments as well as the Animal Research Center for Experimental Animals 
of Tropical Diseases, the Reference Center of Tropical Medicine, and a ward of internal 
medicine for infectious diseases in Nagasaki University Hospital. During the fifty years since 
its inauguration, our institute has devoted itself to research and education in the field of 
endemic and tropical medicine and to the exchange of scientific and technological knowledge 
through medical cooperation, both in this country and abroad. 

The activities of this unique institute cover medical science with particular emphasis on 
subjects relevant to human health in the tropics and the subtropics. Because of the multi- 
disciplinary nature of modern tropical medicine and tropical public health, our subjects of 
research are as broad-ranging as virology, bacteriology, protozoology, helminthology, medical 
entomology, biochemistry, environmental physiology, pathology, clinical research and treat- 
ment, and preventive medicine. The endeavors of the institute are promoted by its many 
domestic and international research colleagues in related academic fields. 

This symposium, entitled “Present situation and future prospects of tropical medicine 
in advanced countries”, was planned as part of the activities to celebrate the 50th anniver- 
sary of our institute. It was also organized under the auspices of the Japanese Society of 
Tropical Medicine and supported by the Ministry of Education, Science and Culture, Govern- 
ment of Japan. 

During the past decade international relationships have been strained by a variety of 
problems, not only diplomatic and economic but also ethnical and religious. The field of 
tropical medicine is no exception. There are overwhelming and vitally important health prob- 
lems in tropical areas located for the most part in developing countries. It is essential that 
the relevant institutions in European and American countries, whose history of some one hun- 
dred years is marked by distinguished achievements in the protection of human health in the 
tropics, give thought to what is going on and what is necessary in the fieled of tropical 
medicine. 

I would like to suggest a few topics for discussion at today’s meeting concerning institu- 
tions of tropical medicine. . 


—Principal function The principal function of the institution is the sponsorship and organiza- 
tion of research on tropical medicine. Additional functions include the dissemination and ex- 
change of information on tropical medicine, the promotion of cooperation among institutions 
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and other appropriate scientific activities. 

— Organization and infrastructure The organization and infrastructure differs from institute to 
institute depending upon respective circumstances. Our institute is affiliated with Nagasaki 
University and is under government control by annual budget. 

— Research activities The expanded definition of tropical medicine and recent scientific ad- 
vances in the field have resulted in a broadening of basic scientific policies and research pro- 
grams, and in a demand for the participation of molecular biologists and modern laboratory 
techniques. There is also a need for a continuing, active infrastructure for the organization of 
basic sciences, not to mention a well-defined method for the co-ordination and exchange of in- 
formation. Attention must also be paid to the enhancement of field work and health care ac- 
tivities: for example, epidemiology, methodology of protection of various kinds of tropical 
diseases, geographical and ethnological pathology, comparative studies on diseases in tropical 
and temperate areas, and inter-disciplinary research on the relationships among environmen- 
tal factors, human ecology and disease manifestations. 

— Budget and research funds The annual budget for the management of our institute is provid- 
ed by the government through the university and administered by a treasurer. Research fund- 
ing is another important matter. Each research scientist should have the opportunity to 
receive research funding from various national and private organizations. 

—Laboratory facilities Laboratory facilities including special facilities for tropical medicine 
should be available on the basis of the budget and research funding. 

— Collaboration with other organizations For the past twenty years, we have been enjoying 
widely expanding international collaborations with many countries of the world. 

— Education, teaching program, training system Our educational program is designed so that 
each academic department is responsible in each respective field for: 1) lectures and prac- 
ticals for under-graduate medical students at Nagasaki University, 2) a four-year 
postgraduate course leading to Ph. D., 3) participation in a three-month training course in 
tropical medicine for doctors, nurses, technologists and relevant professionals, and 4) the 
medical research training course for researchers from abroad supported by the Japan Interna- 
tional Cooperation Agency (JICA). To date, we have accepted more than sixty trainees from 
some fifteen countries. 

— Academic services In addition to the programs mentioned above, our routine academic serv- 
ices include laboratory diagnostic examination of viral, bacterial, protozoal and parasitic 
diseases, postmortem examinations and histological diagnosis of surgical specimens, and the - 
clinical treatment of patients with infectious diseases at Nagasaki University Hospital. 
—Future policy Finally, I whould like to ask our guest speakers to describe the future pro- 
spects of their institutions. One of the responsibilities of the institution of tropical medicine 
should be to provide leadership and direction in the advancement of tropical medicine and 
primary health care and to perform other appropiate duties as required. The institution 
should be responsible for the preparation and up-dating of information concerning tropical 
medicine. An important social contribution is the practical work in tropical areas conducted 
according to the social needs and policy of countries concerned. With regard to our strategy 
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for the development of modern tropical medicine, it is important to; 1) encourage the forma- 
tion of international cooperation programs such as activities under the ODA program in col- 
laboration with international societies, 2) establish relationships with international organiza- 
tions such as WHO, 3) facilitate the transfer of research knowledge, equipment and their ap- 
plications to practitioners in the tropics and furnish help and appropriate assistance to the 
developing countries, 4) disseminate information about opportunities for education and train- 
ing in tropical medicine, and 5) give advice to relevant government organizations based upon 
our knowledge and experience. 

On the basis of our commitment to tropical medicine and to international friendship, we 
intend to continue our international collaborations with developing countries, advanced coun- 
tries and international organizations. I hope that the present symposium will be the first of 
many future events attended by speakers from institutions of tropical medicine around the 
world. . 

Historically, Nagasaki was Japan’s only gateway for European culture from the 17th to 
the 19th century and served as the cradle for Western medicine in this country. The city is 
blessed with natural beauty and a unique cultural heritage handed down over the past 200 
years. We look forward to your continuing recognition and friendship, and welcome any pro- 
posals you have for collabaration programs in the future. 


